


A MESSAGE FROM 
THE SWIM’S CHAIRMAN

Who would have thought!  in 1965 the idea of having a Swim on Christmas Morning 
would grow to what it is today. 
This Christmas we celebrate 60 years of the event.  A truly remarkable achievement.  
Over the years, many thousands of pounds have been raised in support of numerous 
charities and local organisations.   
This year our Headline Charities are two very worthwhile charities, ‘2 wish’ who 
provide immediate and on-going bereavement support for anyone affected by the 
sudden death of a child or young adult aged 25 years and under. And ‘Sir Gareth 
Edwards Cancer Charity’ who give grants to young people aged 15-35 who have 
been diagnosed with Cancer in Wales. 
Spare a thought for the Committee members past and present who have worked 
hard pulling it all together. The Swim Committee would like to thank you all, The 
Swimmers, The Spectators, The Sponsors, The Advertisers, Porthcawl’s Emergency 
Services, Town and Borough Councils, The Management and Staff of the Hi Tide, The 
Volunteers who give up their Christmas morning to help make the event happen 
year on year. 
You are all amazing and a credit to our town, Porthcawl.  

I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. ‘Nadolig Llawen 
a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda’. 

David King, MBE 
RECIPIENTS OF THE 2024 SWIM 

Alzheimer’s Society Cymru -   £5,550 
Porthcawl Male Voice Choir     £600 
Porthcawl Museum   £500 
2 Wish   £500 
Guide Dogs Cymru  £500 
Porthcawl First Responders      £400 
Fire Fighters Charity  £400 

 £400 
 £400 
 £400 

Porthcawl Girl Guides   
Porthcawl RNLI       
Sandville Self Help   
Porthcawl Coastguards  £300 

Porthcawl Lifeguards  £300
Newton Lifeguards  £300 
Porthcawl Stroke Club  £300 

 Porthcawl & Pyle Boxing Club  £300 
Trinity Care & Support  £300 

 £250 
 £200 
 £200 
 £200 
£100 

Porthcawl RFC Shegulls       
Pyle & Kenfig Hill Bowls Club 
Marine Debris       
British Heart Foundation       
Ty Lidiard 
Porthcawl Rotary Club   £100 

Total donated £12,500 



A MESSAGE FROM 
THE MAYOR -

 The Porthcawl Christmas Morning Swim is an integral part of Porthcawl’s 
annual festive calendar.  Initiated by Mr Arlon Owens what began with a 
very small group of people has now become a Porthcawl tradition enjoyed by 
thousands of participants and spectators alike. 

 Alongside being a celebrated community Christmas event over the years, 
the loyal volunteers have raised thousands of pounds for local organisations 
and charities, and it is at this point I feel it is important that I mention Mrs 
Marilyn Smith a former Town Clerk who worked tirelessly as a volunteer for 
the Christmas Morning Swim overseeing it’s administration and who we 
sadly lost this year.  I know that Marilyn is hugely missed by the Christmas 
Swim Group and is certainly going to be a very hard act to follow.          

 As the town of Porthcawl celebrates its 200th year, the Christmas Morning 
Swim now celebrates its 60th year – and continues to grow in popularity.

 As Mayor of Porthcawl I would like to offer a big thank you to all the 
volunteers who work so hard in making this event such a success and of 
course to the very brave participants who make the event what it is - let us 
hope it continues for many future generations.

Pob lwc I chi gyd.

Cllr E Jones

Mayor of Porthcawl











Good Luck to everyone taking part 
in Porthcawl Christmas Swim!! 
Ceri & Ellen  would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year x 



GREENS
 All elecELECTRICAL SER9ICES LTDtrical work carried out

Competitive Prices

Telephone: 07891 482301
Email: owain.greenselectrical@hotmail.co.uk

PARTIAL TO FULL REWIRES
ALL ASPECTS OF TESTING
INC LANDLORD CERT
FAULT FINDING
FUSE BOARD UPGRADES

..

..

LOCAL ELECTRICIANS 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK CARRIED OUT 

COMPETITI9E PRICES

FROM TINA, JULIAN, 
ALISON AND ALL THE 
TEAM @ GUTTRIDGES 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT AND CUSTOM

THIS YEAR





In memory of Marilyn Smith (1942–2025)

My aunty Marilyn passed away in April this year. It’s not an exaggeration 
when I say she was the kindest, most dignified, and most caring person 
I’ve ever known. She spoiled me all year round, not just at Christmas.

Marilyn also loved Porthcawl and gave her time so generously. She was the 
secretary for the Porthcawl Kidney Research Unit for Wales Foundation 
(KRUF) for many years, following my kidney failure, dialysis, and 
transplant. She cared deeply about animal welfare and the natural world. 
She loved her cats and garden wildlife. I loved sitting in her conservatory, 
doing crosswords with her while looking out into the garden for birds and 
hedgehogs.

As treasurer for the swim, we’ll miss how meticulous and organised 
Marilyn was. She had things in order well ahead of time, and quietly but 
diligently (albeit while sticking to old-fashioned pen and paper ledgers) 
jotted up the accounts, accounting for every penny.

On Christmas morning, Marilyn was one of the team who missed out on 
seeing the spectacle on the beach, as she stood behind the registration desk 
helping people and giving out the mugs.

To us (nieces, nephew, grand-nieces, little brother, and husband), her 
warmth will be missed at the dinner table this year. We’ll miss talking with 
her about how many people swam this year and how much we raised for 
charity. We’ll miss raising a glass with her to toast another year.

 ‘by Owen Richards’ 





GREEN BROTHERS LANDSCAPES
Porthcawl 01656 773699  Mobile 07967701052

Tel: 07751986266

A local company you can trust

All ZorN carrLHG out to total satLsIactLon

)ully LnsurHG

:astH carrLHrs lLcHnsH

The staff and management of

HARRISON 
RESIDENTIAL 

LETTINGS

We wish all ourڀ
Landlords & Tenants 
a Festive Christmas

102 John Street  
Porthcawl CF36 3DT

Tel: 01656 772414 
www.lettinginporthcawl.co.uk

Quality Low Cost Marine Insurance Quotation
in 5 Clicks and 30 Seconds

Our name says it all!
For quick, instant quotations and cover

for all type of marine craft contact us on:

Insurance-4-boats.co.uk is a trading style of
Porthcawl Insurance Consultants (UK) Ltd.

PIC is authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
All telephone calls are recorded.

www.insurance-4-boats.co.uk

Telephone: 01656 784866

Fax: 01656 784872

quotes@insurance-4-boats.co.uk



robbie’s
children’s discos
tots to teens

robbie owen
Disc Jockey

Fab games, Fab music, Lots of Fun
Over 30 years experience
Local schools especially
All areas of South Wales

07
98

9�
82

71
2

robbie.owen09@yahoo.co.uk.
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T. PROTHEROE
Electrical

Contracting Ltd

From Door Bells & Double Sockets 
to Full Rewires

New Installations

FREE QUOTATIONS
M: 07748 903 521
H: 01656 788 222

E: t.protheroeelec@yahoo.co.uk
Big enough to matter -
small enough to care

Domestic-Commercial-Industrial
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Quality fresh milk direct from 
your local dairy farm.
Ty Tanglwyst Dairy. 

Telephone 01656 745 656 
email: info@tytanglwystdairy.com

Brian Thomas Funeral Service
Independent Family Funeral Directors 
Incorporating David Wilde
Mawdlam, Bridgend, CF33 4PH  Tel: 01656 740070

SAIF Independent Funeral Director
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Plans
Private Chapel of Rest

Mawdlam, Bridgend, CF33 4PH
01656 740070
info@brianthomasfunerals.co.uk

FOR YOUR HOME 
OR BUSINESS
A friendly local company 
committed to customer 
care and satisfaction

01656 783444  www.rosscomputing.com
7a New Road, Station Hill, Porthcawl CF36 5DL

ROSS
COMPUTING LT

D

ROSS

MONITOR REPAIRS

PRINTER REPAIRS

EXPERIENCED 
ENGINEERS

FULL WORKSHOP 
FACILITIES

HOME CALL-OUTS

SOFTWARE SUPPORT

INTERNET & EMAIL 
SOLUTIONS

NETWORK 
INSTALLATIONS

COMPUTER/LAPTOP 
REPAIRS & UPGRADES

PC & PERIPHERAL 
SALES
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Andrew Graham
Mob: 07583 954 615

Email: firetame23@hotmail.com

Fire Extinguisher  
Fire Risk Assessments  

Fire Safety Checks 

Residential - Commercial  
Staff Fire Awareness Training Given





PPTheThe
inehurstinehurst
Rest HomeRest Home

22/24 Esplanade Avenue 
Porthcawl
Mid Glamorgan
CF36 3YU
Telephone: (01656) 771337 
www.pinehurstresthome.co.uk



Porthcawl 
Medical Centre
Clos Y Mametz

Porthcawl
CF36 5DJ

01656 782695
enquiries@porthcawlpharmacy.co.uk

Our services include 
Collection & Delivery of 

Prescriptions

Stop Smoking Service

Carpets - Vinyl Flooring 
Laminate Flooring

Rugs - Carpet Edging Service 
Tel: 01656 789006
Fax: 01656 789006

6 Well Street, Porthcawl CF36 3BE 
sales@carpetcarewales.co.uk 
www.carpetcarewales.co.uk

FREE NHS minor aliments 
scheme

41 John Street 
Porthcawl 

Mid Glamorgan CF36 3AP
Tel. 01656 782691

36 Bridge Street 
Kenfig Hill 

Mid Glamorgan CF33 6DD
Tel. 01656 740657

Prestons
Incorporating: Porthcawl Estate Agency

ESTATE AGENTS 
AND VALUERS

16 Lias Road,
Porthcawl CF36 3AH

Tel: 01656 783307
Email: prestons.porthcawl@hotmail.com



Come and join a 
Membership of a 
World Wide 
Organisation, which 
is dedicated to the 
Local Community for 
as little as 19p per 
week! (£10 per year) We have a variety of local organisations/individuals 

that run lots of different activities and groups from Art 
to exercise, we’re sure there is something for everyone 

at Porthcawl YMCA! 

 After School/Holiday Clubs

 Youth Clubs

 Volunteering opportunities

 Rooms to hire for all occasions

Porthcawl Wishes everyone a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year! 

What we have to offer: 

Tel: 01656 772166 
porthcawlymca@hotmail.com



Tel No. 01656 783420
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Open 6 Days: Monday - Closed. Tuesday - Friday - 8.30am - 
4pm. Saturday & Sunday 830am - 12pm 
Closes 23 December - Re-opens 4 January.

Bridgend Industrial Estate, Princes Way, off North Road
(rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ.

RECLAIMED HARDWOOD 
MANTLES AND BEAMS IN STOCK

SLATE
HEARTHS AND 
FLAGSTONES

IN STOCK



58 New Rd, Porthcawl CF36 5DG

01656 789391
www.happytailsporthcawl.co.uk

All Natural Pet Food

Stockists Of
Raw Food & Natural Treats...

0 1656 788209
56 New Rd, Porthcawl CF36 5DG

www.rawtasticporthcawl.co.uk
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Takeaway & Licensed 
Restaurant with cosy log burner 

upstairs

2-3 Eastern Promenade CF36 5TS 
Tel: 016565 788332   Open 7 days a week

Merry FishMas
FroMThe 

 
FishMonger’s
cat
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Tel: 01656 859501
 Fresh Fish • Shellfish • Homemade Fishcakes

Fish Pies • Cockles • Laverbread



34 The Esplanade
Porthcawl
CF36 3YR

Tel: 01656 786950

The Management & Staff wish the
Christmas Morning Swim every Success

15% DISCOUNT
ON TAKE-AWAY ORDERS

(ORDERS OVER £15)

OPEN EVERYDAY FROM 5.30pm
Ring your order through in advance and we 

will have it ready on your arrival
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H&C Fine Foods is an Award- nominated Delicatessen and Bakery. Our 
amazing team sell homemade delights from pies, quiche, and Pasties to 

Cakes. We stock a huge range of local and international cheeses, salami, and 
antipasti. 

Plus, our heaving shelves of jams, chutneys, preserve and sauces. We have 
food from every Country to tempt you! 

But our home-made Welsh Cakes are just to die for! 

http://www.homencolonial.com/ 
01656 773793 

admin@homencolonial.co.uk 
64, John Street Porthcawl. 

Jodie and her Team look forward to welcoming all customers old & new!





Sophie Richards

Sage Williams

Evelyn John




